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1 Jungfrau Railway - Facts and Figures 

The Jungfrau Railway runs from Kleine Scheidegg (2,061 m above sea level) to 

the stations Eigergletscher (2,320 m asl), Northwand (2,864 m asl) and the 

Eismeer (3,158 m asl ) over to the Jungfraujoch (3,454 m asl).  

 

Year built: 1912 

Track length: 9.34 km (of which 7 km in 

the tunnel) 

Traveled Altitude: 1,393m  

Journey time: 50 minutes  

Gauge: 1000 mm  

Maximum incline: 250 ‰  

1125 V three-phase 

  

Promising train journey. JB 
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2 History of the Jungfrau Railway 

The industrialist Adolf Guyer- Zeller 

applied in December 1893 for a concession 

for a cog railway. This path should start at 

Kleine Scheidegg and run in a tunnel 

through the Eiger and the Mönch all the 

way up to the Jungfrau summit. 

Guyer- Zeller wanted from the beginning 

electrical operation for the Jungfrau 

Railway and secured this with the water 

rights of both Lütschinen rivers. 

The concession was granted and half a 

year later Guyer - Zeller also received permission for the construction of the power 

plants. 

Three years later, on July 27, 1896, ground was broken. However, the progress of 

construction of the Jungfrau Railway was tedious. 

Unlike the Wengernalp railway he chose a gauge of 1000mm, a different cog rail (system 

Strub) and three-phase alternating current instead of a single. This promised more power 

and more safety. 

The operation of the line from Kleine Scheidegg station to the Eigergletscher station was 

opened on September 19, 1898. The "glacier priest" of Grindelwald, Gottfried Strasser, 

held the inauguration with a sermon on the mount. 

In March 1899, the planned location of the station Nordwand was reached. Only a month 

later, Adolf Guyer- Zeller died. His sons took over the management and continued this 

construction of the century. 

It was not until about four years later, in June 1903, the operation to the station 

Nordwand amidst the Eiger North Face was inaugurated. 

From the terrace the guests could enjoy an incomparable view to Grindelwald. 

On July 25, 1905, the Eismeer station was put into operation. At about 3,160 m asl for 

the traveler it opened up a unique view over the glacier. 

As Guyer- Zeller had died and financial resources were scarce, they decided on the 

Jungfraujoch and not the Jungfrau summit as the terminus. 

 

Only nine years later than originally planned, the route Kleine Scheidegg - Jungfraujoch 

was completed in 1912. Even today, the Jungfraujoch is the highest railway station in 

Europe. 

  

A winter romance. JB 
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3 Contact us 

We can assist you in your research: We can provide ideas for your work, establish 

interesting contacts or support you here locally. We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Jungfrau Region Marketing AG 

Christine Flück 

PR/Media Manager 

Phone +41 33 972 51 62 

christine.flueck@jungfrauregion.ch 

 

Jungfrau Region Marketing AG 

Sandra I.F. Hubert 

Head of Sales 

Phone +41 33 854 12 50 

sandra.hubert@jungfrauregion.ch  

Are you planning a media trip to the Jungfrau Region? In order that we can provide you 

with professional help, we ask you to register with us at least seven days in advance and 

let us know the following: 

 your specific research topic 

 the publication date of the article  

 your address / address of employer 

 media card  

Latest press releases and other documentation can be found on our website 

www.jungfrauregion.ch under rubric: services / media. 
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